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REASONS 


Liberty of Conſcience, &c. 


The three principal Reaſons why Quakers do 
not pay Tythes, ſtated and anſwered. 


1ſt. HE Injunction communicated. by 
Chriſt to his Apoſtles, | 


« Freely ye have receiv'd, freely give.” 


Anſier. This was a Direction to the 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and not to the 
Hearers, and cannot with any Degree of 
Propriety be underſtood, that he meant to 
have them ſtir up the People of the ſeveral 
Cities and Towns, where hoy preached the 


Goſpel, to refuſe to pay Taxes towards the 
Support of the Prieſts, or Miniſters, allowed 
and maintained in ſuch Places: And if not in 
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ſuch Places, and in that Age, why then now 
in England, or elſewhere ? 


2 Tythes are alledged to be a Part of the 
ceremonial Law of Moſes, and therefore abo- 


liſh'd by the coming of Chriſt. 


Arſuer. This Allegation appears, on Exa- 
mination of the Holy Scriptures, of Truth, to 


be an abſolute Miſtake, ſince Tythes are re- 


corded in the 14th Chapter of Genes, to have 
been given by the highly favour'd Patriarch 
Abratam, even of all he had, to Melcbiſadeck, 
King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt high 
God : And this, by Scripture Chronology, ap- 

ears to. have been about Four Hundred Years 

efore Moſes was born, and before even the 
Ten Commandments were adminiſtered. It 
is alſo recorded, 28th Chap. Genefs, that Jacob 
made a Vow to give Tythes of all that ſhould 
be given him ; and therefore, although con- 
firm'd by Moſes, and continuing in Force un- 
der the legal Diſpenſation, was not any Part 


of the ceremonial Laws inſtituted by Moſes, 


and defined by the Apoſtle Paul, Heb. ix. 10, 
therefore not ſo aboliſhed by the coming of 
Chriſt, any more than the Ten Command- 
ments, which latter were and are of perpetual 
Obligation. 


3d. The 


63) 
zd. The Sufferings of our ancient Friends 
is alſo alledged as a Reaſon why we ſhould 
adopt, or not trample on their Teſtimony in 
this Reſpect. 


Anſwer, The Profeſſors of the Proteſtant 
Religion (ſince eſtabliſhed by Law) at the 
Time of the Reformation taking Place, and 
long after, ſuffered Abundance more Perſecu- 
tion, and Martyrdom, for Conſcience Sake, 
than the Quakers have ever ſuffered : But do 
we therefore admit ſuch much heavier Suffer- 
| ings as a Proof of the Truth of their Syſtem of 
Religion ? Certainly not. If therefore not in 
their Caſe, why in ours? It is an unſafe Foun- 
dation to build upon, and every conſcientious 
Chriſtian ought, in regard of his own preſent 
and future well-being, to bave a much better 
to depend on, or elſe muſt his Faith ſtand on 
a very precarious Footing. 


Ergo. So would it be for the true and laſt- 
ing Intereſt of our Society, that the important 
Minute of 1706, on the Subject of Tythes, 
ſhould be ſolemnly reconſidered, and it ought 
not, in Point of the firſt Principle of Juſtice, 
bo . as it is, giving Power to each month- 
y Meeting to diſown, or give Judgment againſt 
any of tha Members wi = — 
ſhould appear to be conſcientious therein; but 
eſpecially is it now in this Age unjuſt, and 
tending ſtrongly to deprive many of, and who 
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by Birth and Education have a Right to the 
Comforts and Privileges of Society, and who 
think it their Duty to comply with the Pecu- 
niary Laws eſtabliſhed by the Legiſlature. 
That Minute, as it now ſtands, does alſo too 
much impower each monthly Meeting to make 
uſe thereof in terrerem, to induce a pretended 
diſſembling Teſtimony from their Members, 
in order to avoid being dealt with, or to avoid 
the apparent Danger of being diſown'd ; ſo are 
the Members in general become liable to the 
woful Alternative of either being diſowen'd for 


paying, or thrown into Goal tor refuſing to 


y, when the Demand exceeds a certain Sum 
limitted by Act of Parliament. A dreadful Al- 
ternative ! that ought not to ſubſiſt ; being in 
Reſpect of thoſe who have been born and edu- 
cated in the Society, inconſiſtent with that Li- 
berty of Conſcience which is the natural Right 
of every Man, and alſo contrary to the Prin- 
ciples of Juſtice, Mercy, or Humanity, and 
moreover abſolutely irreconcileable to the grand 
golden Rule, fo wiſely and divinely eſtabliſhed 
by Chriſt, of ing as ye would be done by, or of 
thewing that tender Regard to Conſcience, in 
thoſe who think it their Duty to pay, as ye 
would like to have ſhewn towards you, if it 
was your own Caſe. And further, fince it is 
univerſally agreed, Sincerity is a certain uni- 
verſal Duty; and, on the contrary, Hypocricy 
is a certain Vice, ſtrongly tending to exclude 
from the Kingdom of Heaven, as frequently 

recorded 


(7) 
recorded in the holy Scriptures of Truth, it is 
therefore the Duty of every Miniſter and Elder 
to promote Sincerity, and diſcourage Imitation, 
_ Diffimulation and Hypocricy. 


Candid Reader, Let theſe Matters be duly 
conſidered, and do thy Part towards a ne- 
ceſſary Reformation. 


Other Reaſons why T. C. thinks it a Duty to 
pay, and that it would be wiſe in the Society 
to allow a Liberty of Conſcience in * 
of obeying Pecuniary Laws. 


iſt. The Society commenced about the 
Middle of laſt Century, but the Minute of 
1706 appearing intended to force a Teſtimony 
againſt paying Tythes, did, for the firſt time, 
eſtabliſh that Teſt as the Condition of Unity, 
ſo far as to make thoſe who pay, liable to 
Judgment, going forth againſt them. 


2d. Before that Period the Society flouriſhed 
and encreaſed at a great Rate, but ſince has 
conſtantly dwindled, and how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe ? Who would join the Society, know- 
ing them liable to be buffetted about, and 
— 7 for doing their Duty in regard 
of pecfiniary Laws eſtabliſhed by the 3 
legillative Power in Externals, 


zd. The 


| . 

. The Diſcipline, when applied to con- 
e 1 arbitrary, and in its Na- 
ture cannot convince the Underſtanding, al- 
though it may, through ſlaviſh Fear, make 
Hypocrites, as it is more than probable it too 
often has done. 


4. It is every one's Duty to be ſincere, and 
as the Teſtimony againſt Tythes does not ap- 


(by any Precept in Scripture) to be any 
art of the Chriſtian Religion, it was like 


many would diſſent, as has been the Caſe ever 


ſince. 


5th. The Minute of 1706 appears to be an 
unjuſtifiable Combination againſt the Laws, as 
allo againſt Liberty of Conſcience, and as ſuch, 
together with the conſequent relative Queries, 
and the unkind Diſcipline thereto annexed, 
may be (not unfitly) called an Inquiſition, 
which has in it the Nature of Perſecution, and 


is injurious to, and tending to wound and diſ- 


courage that one thing needful, the Incenſe of 
Sincerity, which is ever ble to the Al- 
mighty, however it may be to miſtaken Friends. 


6th. It is contrary to ſeveral Recommenda- 
tions and Advices in the Holy Scriptures of 
Truth, concerning our Duty to Government, 
Oc. as plainly ; T'$ James iii. uv. 17. Nom. 
iii. v. 1 to 8. 1 Pet. ii, v. 13 to 18. Titus iii. v. 
1, 2, which the Reader is requeſted to peruſe. 
th. Liberty 


*P (9) 
7. Liberty of Conſcience, reſpecting this 
Teſtimony, or other, not expreſsly enjoin'd, 
or forbid in Holy Scripture, is the natural 
Right of every Man, and agreeable to Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, and ought in Point of Juſtice 
to be allowed, eſpecially to ſuch who are of 
the Society . by Birth and Education, and as 
ſuch never belonged to any other. 


38. No Plea, but real Conſcience towards 

God, is ſufficient to ſupercede the Laws of the 
Land, which laſt ought to have the Preference 
to any Society Rules, where Conſcience is not 
concerned, | 


9. Diſſenters of other Denominations have 
as much Right to refuſe to pay Tythes, as 
have thoſe of our Society ; and although they 
may think it unreaſonable to pay, yet it ap- 
pears they do not think it juſtifiable to ſet up 
their own private Judgments againſt the Acts 
of the Legiſlature, ſo far as to refuſe to obey. 


10. Tythes are not, properly, Sufferings 
among us, further than any Friend's Loſs may 
exceed the legal Demand. 


11. We ought to be thankful to Govern- 
ment, for being allowed Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, and ſhould allow the fame to our Mem- 
bers, from a plain Pariety of Reaſon. 


B 12. The 
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12. The Sovereign Legiſlative Power of 
every well civiliz d Country in the World, 
Where there is a legal Eſtabliſhment, exerciſe 
the Right to tax the Property of the Subject, 
for ſuch Purpoſes as they judge for the Public 
Good, or what they eſteem ſuch, and no 
Right of private Diſſent allowed to over-1ule 
in Oppoſition. 


13. The Miniſter's, or Parſon's Tax in 
Londin (made by Act of Parliament in 1671) 
in Lieu of Tythes, is laid on the Houſes in 
ſuch manner, that if omitted to be paid by 
any Inhabitant, his Succeſſor mutt pay all Ar- 
rears, ſo is it local and not perſonal, ſo ought 
the Friends of London in particular to be ex- 
empt from the Diſcipline, and ſhould not be 
.required to do Injuſtice, by leaving a Debt for 
their Succeſſor to pay. 


14. Our Diſcipline, in reſpect of Money 
legally demanded, has a Tendency, as far as 
Influence reaches, to overthrow legal Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State; fince Go- 
vernment cannot be upheld without pecuniary 
Support, and how far a Religion, allow'd and 
eſtabliſh'd by Law (with the Benefit of Li- 
berty of Conſcience to Diſſenters) is adapted 
to the Peace, Well-being, and Security of the 
Nation in general, is a Matter of very high 
Concern ; but, upon the Whole, it appears to 

| | my 
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my Judgment, to be juſtifiable in Reſpect of 
found Reaſon and true Policy, 


15. Is not every one who refuſeth to pay 
Tythes, liable if to a certain Amount) to be 
thrown into, and be kept in Goal, to the Ruin 
of himſelf and Family ? Therefore ſhould it not 
in reſpect of Juſtice and Mercy, be required 
of any Member to bear the Teſtimony, unleſs 
he really, truly and conſcientiouſly thinks it 
his Duty, as being required of him by the 
Laws of God, and the Scriptures of Truth, 


and is it not the Duty of every Father of Chil- 


dren in the Society, to endeavour to procure 
an Alteration in the Diſcipline reſpecting this 
Matter, leaſt through a (laviſh Fear of offend- 
ing againſt the Minutes of the Society, and 
not through the Fear of God, any of their 
Offspring ſhould find themſelves under the 
woful Alternative of either being obliged to 
play the Hypocrite in an inſincere Teſtimony, 
and thereby become liable to be ſo ruin'd ; or 


elſe by paying become liable to be turn'd out 
of the Society. | 


16. We owe much to the Protection of 


Government, and unleſs any one can honeſtly 


plead a Matter of Conſcience towards God to 
refuſe, it appears a Duty founded on both 
Scripture and Reaſon, to obey the Laws of 


the Legiſlature in pecuniary Matters. 


B 2 17. The. 
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17. The private Diſcipline of the Society, 
as well as the Public, ſhould be very much 
confin'd to Immorality, and great Tenderneſs 
ſhould be exerciſed in avoiding its Uſe againſt 
the univerſal Duty of Sincerity, in ſuch who 
appear to differ conſcientiouſly in reſpect of 
Money lawfully aſſeſſed, and lawfully de- 
manded. bs "OR 


18. The Miſunderſtanding the important 
Text of recommending to be of one Mind, 
ſhould be cautiouſly avoided by all, the Im- 
port thereof being not one Opinion, but one 
Diſpoſition of Mind, in fearing God and lov- 
ing one another, 


19. Tythes are not properly made perſonal, 
but local, being laid on the real Eſtate, oc- 
cunied by the Tenant, and- he who enters 
thereon voluntarily, makes himſelf liable by 
Law, ſo it may be ſaid unjuſt to voluntarily 
enter upon an Eſtate, whether Houſe or Land, 
and after refuſe to comply with the Condition 
before annexed: thereto by the Legiſlature. 


20. Tythes, recorded in the 7th Chapter of 
Paul to the Hebrews, as then received by the 
Levites, who, he ſays alſo paid Tythes in 
Abram (being, as he might ſay) in the Loins 
of Aram when he met Melchiſadeck ; and the 
Apoſtle Paul, in the ſame Chapter ſays, Chriſt 
was made an High Prieſt for ever, after the 

Order 
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Order of this Melchiſadeck, who ſo Tech 
Tythes; ſo this is no Abiggation of Tythes un- 
der the Goſpel (when Paul wrote, being about 
thirty Years after Chriſt's Aſſention) but ra- 
ther a Confirmation thereof. 


21. The Teſtimony in Queſtion can only 
now be, as it was during the Increaſe of our 
Society, before the Minute of 1706 was form'd,' | 
at beſt but a particular Duty relative to ſuch of 
whom it is by Faith, or the Gift of God, re- 
quired, as 1s preaching the Geſpel, and as it has 
been a woful Error in Judgment, to miſtake 
the former for a general Duty, ſo would it be 
alſo in reſpect of the latter. f 


22. Our Miniſters in general, ſeem to be 
conſcious to themſelves of the Teſtimony in 
Queſtion not being an univerſal Duty, by their 
never recommending or enforcing it in their 


Sermons in publick Mectings of Worſhip. * 


23. What Good to Mankind has this pe- 
cuniary Teſtimony produced ? Is there a Par- 
ſon of the eſtabliſhed Church the leſs for it in 
the whole Nation? Or does Man, Woman, 
or Child receive any Benefit in Conſequence, 
other than ſuch few who are truly conſcienti- 
ous therein, may have a Satisfaction to them- 
ſelves in bearing it honeſtly ; but does not 
impart that beneficial Influence to Mankind, 
as does the univerſal Duties of doing Juſtice, 


loving 


( 14) 
loving Mercy, walking humbly, being ſober, 
chaſte, ſincere and charitable, not only in Re- 
ſpect of the Poor, but alſo in reſpect of our 
Sentiments one of another, whether theſe laſt. 
do, or do not abound, are of momentous 
Concern to the Honour and Welfare of the 
Whole, and of every one, which cannot with 


Propriety be ſaid of the Teſtimony in Queſ- 


tion. 


24. It appears, on Examination of R. Bar- 
clay's Apology, that the Teſtimony in Queſtion. 
(fince made the Condition of Unity) was not 
at the Time of his Writing, any Part of the 
true Chriſtian Divinity, not being ſet forth in 
any of his fifteen Propoſitions, as a Rule of 
Faith; ſo it may be. called an Innovation, fo 
far as regards the Condition of Memberſhip. 


25. The Reaſon urg'd by ſome zealous 


Friends againſt the Payment in Queſtion, by 


ſuch who otherwiſe might find Freedom, as 
tending to prevent further Relief being ob- 
tain'd from Government, ought no longer to 
be mentioned, ſince after more than One 
Hundred Years Probation, there now appears 
not the leaſt Probability of any ſuch Relief 
being ever obtain'd ; and if it was otherwiſe, it 
is diſhonourable, and contrary to the Golden 
Rule, to require any one to act againſt the 
Dictates of his own Conſcience, in order to 
contribute ta the reviving their further En- 
| | deavours, 
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deavours, but which, for evident Reaſon, 
would, if again attempted, prove ineffectual. 


26. The Caution given by the Apoſtle Paul 
againſt offending a weak Brother, was relative 
to eating Meat, which he in the ſame Chapter 
infers, might be either taken or omitted, with 
Indifference, by ſuch as have Knowledge, and 


mitgat> againſt the univerſal Duty of Sncerity, 
7 ſo wiſely and ſo frequently enforced by the 


cannot with Propriety be ſo exerciſed as to o $4 
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ſame Author, and others in their ſacred Writ- 


Ings. | 


27. Many Friends having alledged in Ex- 
cuſe, that the Minute in Queſtion of 1706, 
hath never been put in Practice, ſo far as re- 
lates to cutting off or giving Judgment againſt 
Members, ought not now to be pleaded as a 
Reaſon for continuing that unreaſonable am- 
biguous Minute in the preſent Form, but ra- 
ther ſhould the conſtant Diſuſe tberegf, reſpect- 
ing ultimate Judgment, be rationally . confi- 
dered, as a tacit Proof of every Monthly Meet- 
ing in the Nation, being ſincerely, though ſe- 
cretly of the Mind, that to make uſe of, or 
.enforce it, would be wrong: If, therefore, it 
would be wrong to put it in Practice, it could 
not be right to make it, eſpecially when it is 
conſidered, how ſtrong Tendancy, its being 
hung over the Heads of timorous Friends bas 
to produce Imitation, Diſſimulation, and Hy- 
pocricy, 


616) 


pocricy, which are as different from the true 
unfeigned Religion, as is Light from Darkneſs, 


28. Therefore, and for all theſe Reaſons, 
will a Liberty of Conſcience, in Money Matters, 
be for the Honour and Proſperity of the Soci- 
ety, and is the ſole End and Deſign of this Per- 
formance, not deſiring to make Proſelites to 
pay without a clear Evidence of Duty, but that 
every one who thinks it a Duty to bear the 
Teſtimony, may ſuffer with Patience and Re- 
ſignation, as becomes all who ſuffer for Con- 
ſcience ſake, and that ſuch who do not think 
it a Duty to bear the Teſtimony, may pay ho- 
nourably, as becomes dutiful Subjects. 


IXS. As 2 Bar to any Charge of Tautology, 
or my being expected to anſwer on this Head, 
let it be remembered, I write not to ſhew lite- 
rary Abilities, but fimply from a Motive to 
promote the noble and beneficent Principle of 
Truth, which ſuffers not from a neceſſary Re- 


pition. 


P. S. To te Errors, after any one is 
convinced of his former Opinions being erro- 
ueous, is not conſiſtent with the Candor of 
an honeſt Mind. 


Theſe are from one, who with great Since- 
rity, is a h Well-wiſher to the Promotion 
of Truth, and to the Honour and Proſperity of 


our Society. 
Thomas Crowley. 
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Quotations i inſerted in Jaac Pennington's Works 
Volume 2d. Page 571. 


« The great Work of the Miniſters of 
„ Chriſt, is to keep the Conſcience open to 
« Chriſt, and to preſerve Men from receiving 
* any Truths as from them, further than the 
e Spirit opens, or to imitate any of their Prac- 
« tices further than the Spirit leads, guides 
« and directs them; for Perſons are exceeding 
« prone to receive things as Truths from thole 
e they have an high Opinion of, and to imi- 
tc tate their Practices, and fo kart their own 
* Growth, and endanger their Souls.” 


Page 574, In the Apoſtles Days, Chriſt- 

e 1ans were too apt to ſtrive after a wrong 
„Unity, and Uniformity in outward Obſer- 
“ vations and Practices, and to judge one ano- 
ther unrighteouſly in theſe things; and mark, 
« ir is not the different Practice from one ano- 
te ther that breaks Unity and Peace, but the 
« judging one another becauſe of differing 
& Practices: He that keeps not a Day may 
* unite in the ſame Life, in the ſame Spirit, 
in the fame Love with him that keeps a 
* Day; and he who keeps a Day may unite 
&« in Heart and Soul with the fame Spirit and 
Life in him who keeps not a Day; but he 
« that judgeth the other becauſe of cither of 
» theſe, errs from the Spirit, frcom-the Lowe, * 
< from the Life, and ſo breaks the Bond ot 
C « Unity; 
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Unity ; and he that draws another to any 
Practice before the Life, in his own parti- 
cular lead him, doth as much as in him 
lies to Ceſtroy the Soul of that Perſon. This 
was the Apoſtles Rule, for every one to 
perform ſingly to the Lord what he did, 
and not for one to meddle with the Light 
or Conſcience of another, &c. but every 
one to keep cloſe to their own Meaſure, &c. 
and here 1s the true Unity in the Spirit, in 
the inward Life, and not in an outward 
Uniformity, that was not neceſſary in the 
Apoſtles Days, nor is it neceſſary now; and 
that Eye which ſo doats upon it, overlooks 


&© the one thing which is neceſſary.” 
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Page 576. Oh how ſweet and pleaſant is 
it to the truly ſpiritual Eye, to fee ſeveral 
Sorts of Bcl:cvers ; ſeveral Sorts. of Chriſt- 
ians in the School of Chriſt, every one 
learning their own Leſſon, performing their 
own peculiar Service, and knowing, own- 
ing and loving one another, in their ſeveral 
Places, and different Pertormances to their 
Maſter, to whom they are to give.an Ac- 
count, and not. to quarrel with one another 
about their different Practices! This is the 
true Ground of Love and Unity, not that 
ſuch a Man walks and does juſt as I do, 
but becauſe I feel the ſame Spirit of Life in 
him, and that he walks in his Rank, in his 
own Order, in his proper Way, and —_ 


(19) 
« of Subjection to that; and this is far more 
« pleaſing to me, than if he walk d juſt in the 
« Tract wherein I walk, nay (fo far as I am 
e ſpiritual) I cannot ſo much as defire that he 
„ ſhould do fo, until he be particularly led 
* thereto by the ſame Spirit that led me.” 


Page 578. The great Error of the State 
* of the Apoſtacy, hath been to ſet up an out- 
« ward Order and Uniformity, and to make 
Mens Conſciences bend thereto, either by 
* Arguments of Wiſdom, or by Force; but 
* the Property of the true Church Govern- 
* ment is to leave the Conſcience to its full 
Liberty in the Lord, to preſerve it ſingle 
« and entire for the Lord to exerciſe, and to 
&« ſeck Unity in the Light, and in the Spirit, 
« walking ſweetly and harmoniouſly together, 
ein the Midſt of differing Practices, accord- 
“ ing with, or not contrary to the univerſal 
„ moral Duties, Faith in God, in Chriſt, or his 
“ Holy Spirit.“ 


Quotations from R. Barclays Apololy. 


Prop. 14, Sect. 2. The Conſcience of 
« Man is the Seat and Throne of God in him, 
* of which God alone is the proper and in- 
s fallible Judge, who by his Power and Spi- 
e rit, can alone rectify the Miſtakes of Con- 
&* ſcience, and therefore hath reſerved to him- 

COS THe: « ſelt 
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* ſelf the Power of puniſhing the 3 
ce thereof, as he ſeeth meet. 


Sect. 5. Neither is it any Piece of Reli - 

* gion, to enforce Religion, which muſt be 
% undertaken by Conlent, and not by Vio- 
& lence, ſeeing that the Sacrifices themſelves 
ate not required, but ſrom a willing Mind.” 
Tertull. 


The Conſcience is free from the Powers 
e of all Men,” Calvin. 


Quotations from Milliam Penn, and other 
Authors. 


* They (the Quakers) diſtinguiſh between 
“ impoling any Practice, that immediately re- 
« Jates to Faith or Worſhip (which is never 
* to be done, or ſuffered, or ſubmitted unto) 
e and requiring Chriſtian Compliance with 
te thoſe Methods that only reſpect Church Bu- 
c ſineſs in its more civil Part and Concern, 
<« and that regards the diſcreet and orderly 
© Maintenance of the Character of the Society, 
* as a ſober and religious C . 


& þ univerſal Toleration of Faith and 
« Worſhip, and the Right of private Judg- 
« ment in Things Giritual, is ſo. amply and 
* learnedly maintained, not only by the an- 
« cient Proteſtant Reformers, but many mo- 

dern 
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dern Theologiſts of the Church of Exglana, 
in their Conteſts againſt the perſecuting 
Tenets of Popery, that whoſoever oppoſes 
it, declares himſelf Antiproteſtant and Pa- 
S | 


He that holds his Religion by Authority 
of either State or Socicty, and not by Con- 
viction, has, properly ſpeaking, no Religion 
at all, becauſe his Performance thereof is not 
in Obedience to what God requires, but in 
Conformity to the Injunctions of human 
Power, and in that Reſpect may be faid 
rather to worſhip the enforcing Power, 
whether of Law, Society, or Perſons, whom 
he obeys, than to pay due Adoration to 
God, whom he ſo diſobeys. He therefore 
that goes to obſtruct, or oppoſes ſuch an 
undoubted right of Chriſtianity, as the free 
Exerciſe of Conſcience in Religion is a pro- 
felled Enemy to Mankind, and a Uſurper 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt ; and what Church 
or People ſoever exerciſes a Diſſent, ought 
to allow of the ſame in others.” 


Sundry Quotations from the Holy Scriptures, 


on the general Duties of Mankind, viz. 
Moſes, Exodus, Chap. xx. v. 3 to 17. 


Thou ſhalt have no other God before me.” 
* Thou ſhalt make no graven Image to 


e worſhip.” 


Thou 
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Thou ſhalt not take my Name in vain.” 

* Thou ſhalt keep the Sabbath holy.” 

Thou ſhalt honour thy Parents.” 

* Thou ſhalt nat kill.” 

* Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery.” 

* Thou ſhalt not ſteal.” 

„Thou ſhalt nat bear falſe Witneſs.” 

* Thou ſhalt not covet. 


David, Pſ. i. v. 1 and 2. Blefſed is the 
« Man that walketh not in the Council of the 
 * Ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the Way of Sin- 
* ners, nor fitteth in the Seat of the Scornful, 
* but his Delight is in the Law of the Lord, 
* and in his Law doth he meditate Day and 
Night.“ | 


Solomon, after a beautiful Variety of good Rules 
for the Conduct of human Life, comes to 
this; ; | 


Ecclef. xii. v. 13, 14. Let us hear the 
&« Concluſion of the whole Matter, Fear God 
* and keep his Commandments, for this is the 
* whole Duty of Man.“ 


Ditto Wiſdom, Chap. viii. v. 7. © If a Man 
e love Righteouſneſs (or a pious Rectitude of 
« Soul) her Labours are Virtues; for ſhe 
* teacheth Temperance and Prudence, Juſtice 
and Fortitude, which are ſuch re, as 
| | ce en 
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% Men can have nothing more profitable in 


« their Life.” 


Prophet Micah, Chap. 6, v. 8. He hath 

« ſhewn thee, O Man, what is good, and 

e what doeth the Lord require of thee, but to 

do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
« humbly with thy God.“ 


Chriſt, Matt. xxii. v. 37 to 40. Thou ſhalt 
% love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
* with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind; 
this is the firſt and great Command, and 3 
te the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love 
* thy Neighbour as thyſelf: On theſe two 


“ Commandments hang all the Law and the 
« Prophets.” 


Ditto, Mark, Chap. xii. v. 30, 31 ; Ditto, 


Luke, Chap. x. v. 27, 28, to the ſame Effect, 
which ſee. | 


Ditto. And whatſoever ye would that Men 


« do unto you, do ye unto them; and ſwear 
« not at all.” Fart 


Peter, Acit, Chap. x. v. 34, 35. © Of a 
“Truth I perceive that God is no Reſpector 
* of Perſons, but in every Nation, he that 
« feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is 

_ © accepted of him,” 6915 


\ 


Paul 
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Paul, Rom. Chap. xii, xiii, xiv. Which the 

candid Reader is requeſted to recur to, and 
read with humble Attention. 


Jane iſt. v 25, 27. © Pure Religion and 
* yndefiled before God, and the Father, is 
< this, to viſit the Father leſs and Widows in 
< their Affliction, and to keep himſelf un- 
« ſpotted from the World.” 


John, Chap. xxii. v. 18. © I teſtify unto 
te every Man that heareth the Words of the 
« Prophecy of this Book, If any Man ſhall 
add unto theſe Things, God ſhall add unto 
* him the Flagues that are written in this 
cc Book.” 


N. B. In all which is not one Word of oa 
Teſtimony againſt paying Tythes, or other 
legal Afleſlinents Na is 2 — Precept of 
that Nature in all the Holy — ſo is it 
not any general Duty, and moſt certainly ought 
not to be required as fuch, nor of any one 
who doth not ſee it his particular Duty; yet, 
nevertheleſs, we muſt not preſume to limit 


the Almighty in our Imaginations, nor to ſet 


Bounds to the Operation of his Providence. 


What if he ſaw meet to put it into the Hearts 


of ſome of his Servants in the laſt Century, to 


make a firm ſtand againſt the then violent Pre- 
valence of Popiſh reien, and Arbitrary + 


Power, 
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Power, over the Conſciences of Men in that 
Age, doth it follow from thence, that we 
of this Age ſhould therefore imitate the Prac- 
tices to which they wexe called, not being fo 
called ourſelves; and doth it not rather confiſt 
wuth Sincerity and Propriety, that the Cauſe 
being removed, the Effect ought to ceaſe, at 
leaſt with ſuch who do not ſee it their Duty to 
bear the ſame Teſtimony now. 


Theſe are my Sentiments, 
Thomas Crowley. 


Rom. xiv. v. 23. For whatſoever is not of 
Faith, is Sin.“ 


Other Quotations from the Holy Scriptures, 


VULS. 


Jaiab, Chap. 9, v. 16, 17. © The Leaders 
ce of this People cauſe them to err, and they 
* that are led of them are deſtroy d; there- 
* fore the Lord ſhall have no Joy of their 
e young Men, neither ſhall have Mercy on 
* the Fatherleſs and Widows, for every one 
« 1s an 11 ite, and an Evil-doer, and every 
* Mouth ſpeaketh Folly, for all this his Anger 
e is ——_ away, but his Arm is ſtretched 
- out ſtill.” 
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Tfaiab, Chap. 29. v. 13, 14. © They have 
* removed their Hearts far from me, and their 
« Fear towards me is taught by the Precepts 
« of Men; behold yi an I will 
to do a marvellous Work among this People, 
* a marvellous Work and a Wonder; for the 
* Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and 
* the Underſtanding of their 3 Men 
« ſhall be hid.” 


Matt. Chap. x. v. 34. © Think not that I 
e am come to ſend Peace on Earth; I am 
* not come to ſend Peace, but a Swo 


Chriſt, Matt. Chap. 15, v. 3. © Why do 
« ye allo tranſgteſs the Commandments of 
« God, by your Tradition.” 


F. 8. «© This People draweth nigh unto me 
* with their Mouth, and honoureth me with 
* their Lips, but their Hearts is far from me.” 


J. g. © But in vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for Doctrine the Commandments. 
* of Men.” 


N. B. Theſe laſt Quotations are here in- 
ſerted by way of Caution, having fervent 
Hope that the Application thereof may not be 
deſerved. 


Jaſpua, 


46 

Joſhua, Chap. xxiv. v. 14. Now there» 
& fore fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Since- 
u rity and Truth,” 


V. 15. Chuſe ye this Day whom ye will 
ct ſerve, but as for me and my Houſe, we 
te will ſerve the Lord,” | 


Gracechurch-fireet, London, Arno 1771: 


